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Karum director: Katz viewed as enigmatic, yet intense

(Editor’s note: This is the final
part of a six-part series examining
the Karum Group School, a facility
for disturbed teen-agers in Whatcom
County. Herald reporters Bob Part-
low and Teresa Allen spent five
months re g the organiza-
tion. Today’s story focuses on Karum
Director

that is piped through his office and
pours himself a cup of coffee. In the
corner stands a videotape machine.
He switches it on to keep a record of
the interview for his files.

He is short and slight, dressed in a
turtleneck sweater and polyester
trousers. His hair, only months ago

30, he is a founder and a director of
the Karum Group School for troubled
teen-agers, located in Whatcom
County.

Some say Katz is a controversial
character who rubs many people the
wrong way. Others say he is a fasci-
nating enigma and as changeable as

neighbur of Katz. Tidmarsh said that

during one speedy escapade Katz lit-
erally ran a car off the road, leaving
behind an angry man shaking his fist
in a cloud of dust.

“‘What worried me the most were
the kids in the back of the car,” Tid-

out in the tulies,” Katz told the Mer-
cer Island Reporter in 1979,

Katz said he was spurred into the
childcare business because of his
own turbulent past that had him in
and out of trouble until he finally was
“‘turned around” by a drug-rehabili-
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Larry Katz’s voice cracks with in-
tensity. And his never-peaceful
hands stab at the air in an uncon-
scious search for the perfect hard-
hitting analogy to drive home his

point.
He punches off the classical music

and his voice takes on an exagger-
ated quality that sounds exactly like

. When
he talks, hesllpsinlndontofmao-
hip vernacular with the greatest of
ea

se.
At age 19, Katz was busted in Cali--

fornia for peddling drugs, reportedly
out of an ice cream truck, and put on
five years’ probation. He entered a
drug program, learned the ropes and
modified the program; and today, at

from his students, but can often be
found ‘rodding” around country
roads on his 650 BMW motorcycle or
in sport

e rcnanber seeing him driving
like a madman down the roads by the
Karum school in his blue BMW sports
car,” said Tom Tidmarsh Jr., a

But Katz says all the negative com-
ments are lies, slander and mostly
jealousy. To Katz, it is all very sim-
ple.

“We're just a ma-and-pa station

rior court judge for the county of San
Bernardino. His mother is a proba-
tion officer in the same county. Katz
has one sister.

Katz said he has certain negative
feelings about growing up and added

a——

that he felt his parents should not
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Clear
and
Sunny

Fair through Saturday after areas of morn-
ing low clouds or fog. Highs in the 70s. Lows 50
to 55. Winds variable 5 to 15 mph, except
westerly 15 to 25 mph in the west part.
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