Compass Rose Academy
A place to heal...A place to grow

Submission Category: New Construction (project cost more than $5 million)
Project Type: Multiuse building and resident housing

Project Address: 5233 S. 50 E., Wabash, IN 46992

Date of Substantial Completion: August 2021



INTRODUCTION

Compass Rose Academy is an asset to the
community, serving as a resource for families
in search of support for their teen girls, ages
14-18. The program is paving the way to
healing for numerous families in crisis each
year, challenging participants to live lives of
character, stability, and service.

Located in a serene, rural Indiana, the location
provides space for teens to reflect and focus
on the therapeutic process. Thoughtful
considerations were made in the design of
Compass Rose Academy to provide an
environment that feels like a home away from
home. Campus life provides opportunities for
character building and continued learning,
while tapping into a student’s interests and
potential.

* Personal Sense of Security: Special
consideration was given to spacing the
buildings within the field, allowing for social
recognition to provide a sense of
community.

» Spaces to Gather: “The Hub,” the anchor
building on the campus, provides
centralized care and schooling for the
teens. The building includes class, meeting,
group therapy, and art therapy rooms. In
addition, a fitness center and nurse station
promote overall health and wellness and
provide on-site care for residents. A large
multipurpose space provides room for
group and family gatherings.

» Peaceful Aesthetics: Throughout the site,
the eight building additions have a modern
farmhouse aesthetic that is nestled into
native Indiana prairie grasses, meshing
with the rural landscape.



CAMPUS OVERVIEW

SITE PLAN

SITE ORGANIZATION
The campus was planned around a central commons, positioning the school (“hub”) as the public

face along the east edge. The households were designed to support eight girls each, prioritizing
them to experience their time on campus as a collective group — growing and learning together.



THE HUB

CIVIC PLATFORM

The hub provided two essential functions. Located on either end of a central lobby, the school was
positioned on the south end of the building and consisted of a series of classroom and gathering
spaces. Along the north hall, the clinic houses a series of individual and group counseling areas.



HOUSEHOLD

SUPPORTIVE LIVING

Each household provided a central living and dining area centered along a porch and double-sided
fireplace. On one end of the home is a series of private bedrooms while on the other side is the
needed support spaces and staff areas. During non-meal times, the kitchen island serves as a staff
desk with visual access to all public spaces.



FACULTY APARTMENTS

Faculty are provided housing on campus with private studio
apartments with shared living and dining areas.
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