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Matt Newberg, of Harpswell, will be the next executive director of the Harpswell Heritage Land Trust. (Photo courtesy
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust)

The Harpswell Heritage Land Trust has hired Matt Newberg, a Harpswell resident, to fill the vacant
post of executive director at the nonprofit conservation organization.
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Newberg currently serves as head of school at the Maine Academy of Natural Sciences, the state’s first

public charter high school. He has been in the position for five years. Previously, he was a teacher and
administrator at Hyde School in Bath for 14 years.

As head of school at the Maine Academy of Natural Sciences, Newberg has overseen the renewal of the
school’s state charter and managed a budget of almost $3 million.

The Land Trust announced the hire in an email on Tuesday, Oct. 29.

“Matt demonstrated proven leadership skills in our discussions with him,” Lew Hinman, a member of
the search committee, said in the announcement. “He inherits an exceptional team at HHLT, and we
are excited for the organization going forward.”

Newberg has a bachelor’s degree in environmental education from the University of Vermont and a
graduate certificate in leadership studies from the University of Southern Maine. He grew up in
Harpswell and moved back four years ago.

“I am honored and excited to serve the Harpswell community in which | live and grew up; it is a truly
special place,” Newberg said in the announcement.

Newberg will continue in his current post through November, work part time for both organizations in
December, then start his full-time role at the Land Trust on Jan. 2, according to Tim McCreight,
president of the trust’s board of directors.

The Land Trust said it worked with Starboard Leadership Consulting, of Bangor, to fill the post.

Newberg becomes the fourth executive director in the Land Trust’s history, after Spike Haible, 2001-
2005; Reed Coles, 2005-2022; and Julia McLeod, 2022-2024.

McLeod left the Land Trust in July to pursue a career in education. She was executive director for
almost two years at the end of a nearly 12-year run with the organization. She previously served as
outreach coordinator, outreach director, and acting executive director.

The Land Trust’s mission is to “preserve and protect Harpswell’s natural resources, cultural heritage,
and access to the outdoors now and forever through conservation, stewardship, and education.”
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Sign up for updates

Want to keep up-to-date with the latest from
Harpswell? Click here to sign up for email
updates from the Anchor!
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Goes Here

That’s right, your business’s
name could be right here
on this page. Interested?
Click here to learn more.

https://harpswellanchor.org/2024/10/harpswell-heritage-land-trust-names-new-executive-director/ 3/6



11/4/24, 1:20 PM Harpswell Heritage Land Trust names new executive director - The Harpswell Anchor

Like us on Facebook

- Follow Page S "oty

Harpswell Anchor
19 hours ago

The working draft of Harpswell’'s 2024
comprehensive plan includes a
statement known as a land
acknowledgment, recognizing that
what is now Harpswell once belonged
to Indigenous people whose land was
taken by European settlers.
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‘More than a business’: Vegetable
Corner to close after 3-decade run

The Vegetable Corner, the family-owned produce and
meat market at the intersection of Mountain and

Harpswell Neck roads, will close permanently on Sept.

3.

BY CONNIE SAGE CONNER - AUGUST 12, 2022

NEWS

Harpswell residents urged to report
damage, prepare for next storm

Gov. Janet Mills has declared a state of civil emergency
for Maine’s eight coastal counties following an
overnight storm that began Tuesday, Jan. 9, which
caused significant private and public property damage
in Harpswell and other seaside communities.

BY J. CRAIG ANDERSON - JANUARY 12, 2024

NEWS

SUV crashes and burns in Cranberry
Horn Cemetery, occupants escape
injury

A Harpswell man and his passenger escaped injury
when his SUV crashed into Cranberry Horn Cemetery,

where it rolled onto its side and burst into flames, late
Saturday, Feb. 19.

NEWS

Town raises concerns about
discovery of ‘forever chemicals’ in
Harpswell Cove

The town of Harpswell is raising concerns about the
discovery of "forever chemicals" in mussels from
Harpswell Cove and the potential for a cleanup
operation at the former Brunswick Naval Air Station to
flush more chemicals downstream.
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