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Shepherd’s Hill Academy (SHA) is a nature-based, therapeutic boarding school. Our 12-month program 
provides a 5-to-1 student-to-staff ratio for teen boys and girls ages 12-17. Our gender-separate programs 
each have a maximum capacity of 18 students. A unique faith-based approach and authoritative community 
provide an unplugged environment to foster healthy relationships, promote identity formation, and work 
through the challenges of life. 

SHA bolsters a fully accredited academy dedicated to helping teens develop a positive and successful future 
by offering a quality college preparatory education as well as college and career counseling. Our small 
class sizes enable teachers to give students individual attention during the instructional day.

Our direct care staff receives over forty hours of training in their field annually. Such training includes 
de-escalation techniques, safety interventions, and emotional support methods. Staff also receive training 
in our unique eight-step approach to relationships through our Relationship Model, exclusive to SHA.

Therapy at SHA is holistically-focused and empirically-based. Our team of licensed clinicians creates an 
accepting environment delivering weekly individual, group, and equine relationship therapy. Individualized 
treatment plans are developed for each family. SHA also addresses issues of spirituality as they pertain 
to each individual.

Our therapists provide personalized care by addressing issues such as abandonment, trauma, Depressive  
Disorders, Bipolar Disorders, Anxiety Disorders, PTSD, Reactive Attachment Disorder, Substance Abuse  
Disorders, and other concerns by utilizing evidence-based modalities including CBT, DBT, Mindfulness,  
Family Systems Therapy, creative art, and expressive therapies, sand tray, and addiction recovery treatment.

During their time at SHA, teens also work toward core life skills. Youth engage in peer accountability,  
tending livestock, gardening, and building wilderness shelters. SHA facilitates biannual parent conferences 
and monthly parent workshops where families are able to work toward familial goals and encourage 
transformation and reconciliation within the family system.

Accreditation, Licensure:  State of Georgia, Department of Human Services, Outdoor Child Caring Programs; Georgia 
Accrediting  Commission 
Professional Affiliations:  NATSAP - Full Member; American Association of Christian Schools (AACS); Georgia Association 
of Christian Schools (GACS); American Association of Christian Counselors (AACC)

Shepherd’s Hill Academy
(Therapeutic Boarding School)

CONTACT  PROGRAM OUTLINE

Executive Contact:  Allison Wallace 

Admissions Contact:  Christy Vena

Academic Contact: Gail Dickerson

Email:  office@shepherdshillacademy.org
Phone:  (706) 779-5736
Fax:  (706) 779-5052
Address:  2200 Price Road

  Martin, GA 30557

Website:  www.shepherdshillacademy.org

Gender:  Coed - male and female only, 

 as assigned at birth

Ages:  12 - 17

Grades:  7 - 12

Enrollment:  36

Duration:  1 year

Founded:  2001

Airport:  Atlanta International (ATL),

 Greenville-Spartanburg (GSP)

Martin

NATSAP Member

Since: 2014

Shortridge Academy
(Therapeutic Boarding School)

CONTACT  PROGRAM OUTLINE

Executive Contact:  Mik Oyler

Admissions Contact:  Katie Rainer

Academic Contact:  Anne Downey

Email:  moyler@shortridgeacademy.com

Phone:  (603) 755-3096
Fax:  (603) 755-9096
Address:  619 Governors Rd
   Milton, NH 03851

Website:  www.shortridgeacademy.com

Gender:  All Genders (non-binary)

Ages:  14 - 18

Grades:  9 - 12
Enrollment:  45

Duration:  10 - 14 months

Founded:  2002

NATSAP Member

Since: 2013
Airport:  Manchester, NH (MHT)

Guided by a Positive Youth Development (PYD) perspective, Shortridge Academy provides a therapeutically 
supportive and inspiring educational community. We support the cognitive, emotional and social 
development of bright yet struggling adolescents by utilizing clearly defined, goal-directed plans, evidenced-
based strategies, and an accredited college preparatory academic curriculum, We accomplish our Mission 
through sustained review and application of best practices while embracing the “Six C’s” of Positive Youth 
Development (Competence, Confidence, Connection, Character, Caring, and Contribution) in everything 
we do. Grounded in the authoritative parenting style, our approach allows us to fully engage our students 
and their individual strengths. Shortridge Academy utilizes well-trained and supervised staff, and positive 
peer influence to promote emotional healing, fulfillment of academic potential, character building, improved 
family relations, and the development of interpersonal, and decision-making skills. Individualized Positive 
Development Plans systematically developed by clinicians, teachers, and parents build on the strengths of 
each student and guide the use of programmatic, academic, and therapeutic strategies and activities from 
an authoritative, partnership-based perspective.

In addition to a year-round academic curriculum and schedule, programming includes weekly individual, 
group, and family counseling. Recreational activities and clubs include skiing,climbing, surfing, hiking, 
fencing, mountain biking, and various sports. Students also regularly go to the gym, movies, bowling, and 
other regional  activities and events. On-campus activities include a full music studio, photography with dark 
room, mountain bike shop, hiking/snowshoeing, ice skating, and more. Community service programming 
includes volunteering opportunities in the local area.

Accreditation, Licensure:  State of New Hampshire, Department of Health and Human Services; New England Association 
of Schools and Colleges (NEAS&C); New Hampshire Department of Education
Professional Affiliations:  NATSAP - Full Member

Milton


