
CONGRESSMAN MILLER’S DRAMA
By:  Lon Woodbury  

Congressman Miller treated us to a legislative drama on October
10, 2007.  Make no mistake about it; his hearings were a first

class, top quality, orchestrated high drama that was executed
perfectly.  All parties played their parts as he intended, making
the emotional  impact compelling enough to brush aside logic,
reason, rationality, fairness and inconsistent facts.  This is to
not belittle the tragedy of the three parents who testified; those
are real tragedies and all facts regarding those specific

circumstances should be fully exposed.  This is just to point out
that their specific stories were useful to Congressman Miller’s

ambitions.

For an overview of the status of American youth, it is obvious many American
teens are in trouble.  The increasing incidents of attempted suicides, addictions,
drug overdoses and poor preparation for adulthood, although still only a minority,
are appalling.  In response, vast resources are being put into residential attempts
to help these teens, with mixed results and some tragedies, which I try to document
in the Breaking News section of my website.  I have talked with hundreds of
therapists, attorneys, judges and parents who, for their children, are fleeing the all
too frequent inhumane treatment found in public run and public-private
residential facilities under the juvenile justice system, and state mental health
residential facilities (For the most appalling example visit the Florida Boot Camp
Index on my website, a public boot camp facility with both federal and state money,
regulation and oversight, which was not seriously talked about in the
Congressman Miller Hearings).  The parents and professionals I have talked with
often seem like refugees from public programs, people who are looking for quality
private facilities and want to avoid the poor quality private programs.  Any
professional and experienced Educational Consultant will know about the poor
programs, can steer the parent toward the ones with good reputations for effective
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