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The year 2007 might wind up being a pivotal year for the network I N S I D E eee
of private residential parent-choice schools and programs for
struggling teens. We might have just gone through a paradigm || Essays:
shift in the environment we work in several areas. Itisunclear|| Managing For Safety /3
at the present whether the changes might be good or bad for (| Ten Steps To Empower 16
the needs of the children.
Visits:
The main change is the visibility of the network. For years we Cherry Gulch /8
operated “under the radar,” partly due to the inability of the Summit Achievement /10
media and state regulatory agencies to fit the wide variety of
approaches in our network into neat simple categories, and partly | New Perspectives:
because of the relatively small size of this network. (Estimates are our private pay Catalyst /13
residential network brings in about $2 billion nationally, which as a comparison is Cirque Lodge /14
not much more than the total public school spending in Idaho alone). We have Discovery School For Girls /15
gradually become more visible in recent years, but with the October 10, 2007, New Vision Wilderness /16
hearings by Congressman George Miller, we became a national story and are an|| gafe Harbor /17
object for possible federal national policy. The media and public scrutiny will only
be increasing. Book Reviews:
There are several distinguishing characteristics of the schools and programs in this Price Of Privilege /18
network that in the past have made it different from traditional residential mental Extended Insights:
health, substance abuse, hospitals, Social Service and Law Enforcement programs. :
. . . . ; Valuable Lessons /20
Those elements include private parent-choice, small student bodies, relatively easy .
entry for new programs, use of alternative education concepts, use of wilderness, Homzon Acgdemy . /22
. . . Christmas in the City /23
personal relationships between staff and students and a strong influence from Todav's NATWC 195
therapeutic community concepts (structure). It is these elements that make this Y
network of schools, programs and consultants different from traditional programs .
for troubled teens.’ P P News & Views 121
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SEEN ‘N HEARD...
Heartlight launches radio OnPoint celebrates first Little Keswick Education
program... anniversary... Symposium...
2008 Parent Empowerment Elk Mountain Academy celebrates Life Designs student runs half
Handbook available... 14 years... marathon...

Montcalm For Girls expands...
Conway leaves Gatehouse...

Schrom Therapeutic Home Care...
The Family Times wins gold...

Many Additional Staff Changes...
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