certification in Special Education courses. Laurie’s areas of
instruction are Characteristics of Emotional and Behavioral
Disorders, Orientation to the Exceptional Child, and
Characteristics of Mental Retardation and Developmental
Disabilities. For more information contact Ari Terry, Admissions
at 801-794-1218.

ASPEN EDUCATION GROUP RETURNS TO ITS ROOTS

(March 26, 2009) In what Aspen Education Group, Cerritos, CA, is
referring to as “returning to its roots” they have consolidated some
of their outdoor behavioral health programs which will affect the
administration level only and help streamline administrative
costs. For more information, contact Patty Evans, Chief Marketing
Officer at 760-859-6261.

GESTALT EQUINE INSTITUTE ANNOUNCES TRAINING

(March 27, 2009) Joan Rieger, MA, LPC, of The Gestalt Equine
Institute of the Rockies (GEIR), Lafayette, CO, 303-548-6901,
announced the next training for GEIR is May 13-16, 2009. GEIR
combines passion for horses and Gestalt therapy in a Gestalt based
equine assisted psychotherapy training program. This training is for
mental health therapists or other allied professionals in the human
development field. For more information, contact Joan Rieger

PARENT LETTER ON BOULDER CREEK ACADEMY

(March 29, 2009) Woodbury Reports, Inc. has received a letter from
a parent whose child is currently enrolled at Boulder Creek
Academy, Bonners Ferry, ID, and will graduate in May 2009. To
view this letter in its entirety, visit the Struggling Teen’s website.

FLoOD JOINS THE GOLDBERG CENTER TO LEAD ED FINANCING
(March 30, 2009) Adam R. Goldberg, MEd, Braintree, MA,
781-848-8800, announced The Goldberg Center for Educational
Planning has hired Nina Flood, MBA, to lead its Education
Financing division. Nina has more than 25 years in education
financing. She previously worked in the financial aid offices at
Brandeis University and Boston University.

BLUEPRINT EDUCATION CELEBRATES 40 YEARS

(March 31, 2009) Blueprint Education, Glendale, AZ, is celebrating
40 years of student success as a nonprofit educational organization
that has served thousands of school aged youth and adults through
nontraditional programs including alternative education, charter
schools and private distance learning services. For additional
information, contact Marmy Kodras, Marketing Director, at
800-426-4952 ext 4840.

AGAPE BOARDING SCHOOL PROGRAM INFORMATION

(April 1, 2009) Agape Boarding School in Stockton, MO, a
Christian based character building school for young men, explains
the purpose and goals of 1its programming which includes
rebuilding relationships within their families, increasing academic
skills through their college preparatory courses and encouraging
and nurturing individual respect, self discipline, leadership and
creativity. For additional information, contact Scott Smith,
Marketing Coordinator, at 417-276-7215.

IsLAND VIEW ACADEMICS EXTENDS TO THE OUTDOORS

(April 1, 2009) Island View RTC, Syracuse, UT, is expanding its
educational experience for students, with a successful spring 2009
Outdoor Classroom camping trip to Zion National Park for the
girls, an approach they started using in 2007. They are looking
forward to the outdoor classroom trip for the boys, which is
scheduled for April 25-28. For more information, contact Chad
Sanders at 866-952-7930.

WEDIKO UPDATES NEW HAMPSHIRE CAMPUS
(April 2, 2009) Wediko’s New Hampshire campus has seen quite a

few improvements, including a new dorm building, several
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summer cabins, new tennis courts and renovations to the dining
room. In addition, Wediko’s family therapy is available for those
families who live further away, with Wediko therapists traveling
across the US to work with these families and meeting with
referring professionals. For more information, contact Patrick
Ryan at 603-478-5236.

RED HiLL AcADEMY CLOSES

(April 3, 2009) Brad Freed, Executive Director, Red Hill Academy,
San Anselmo, CA, has announced Red Hill Academy, a day and
boarding school for high school students with learning differences
and social, emotional and behavioral difficulties will close, effective
June 15, 2009, due to low enrollment. For additional information
contact Brad at 415-256-9312 ext 131

ToMm CROKE’S QUESTIONNAIRE IN BETA TEST PHASE

(April 3, 2009) Tom Croke, Educational Consultant from
FamilyLight, Greensburg, PA, has announced they have moved
their online questionnaire for schools and programs that wish to
participate into Beta Test phase. The questionnaire will
complement the resources of Lon Woodbury’s Struggling Teens. To
view these website locations, visit the struggling teen’s website or
contact Tom Croke at 212-537-6386.

PAINT ROCK VALLEY SHARES PARENT CEREMONY EXPERIENCES
(April 3, 2009) Kathy DeMellier, Director of Admissions at Paint
Rock Valley, Trenton, AL, 256-776-2503, shared a distinct aspect
of their program which allows family members the opportunity to
work through a similar stage system that their son or daughter
works through while enrolled in their program. For additional
information, contact Paint Rock Valley.

RAVENSCRAFT JOINS COPPER CANYON AS ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR

(April 3, 2009) Kristen Hayes, Communications Director for Aspen
Education Group, 949-589-1765, announced Paul Ravenscraft has
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joined Copper Canyon Academy, a program of Aspen Education
Group, as Admissions Director. Paul has been with Aspen for 10
years as the Arizona Territory Liaison for Aspen’s Business
Development Department, at Aspen’s Academy at Swift River and
as interim Admissions Director for Bromley Brook School’s opening.

LisAa STARK JOINS IN BALANCE RANCH AS PARENT LIAISON

(April 3, 2009) Betsy Barrasso, Admissions Director and Owner of
In Balance Ranch Academy, Tucson, AZ, 520-722-9631, announced
Lisa Stark has taken the position of Parent Liaison at In Balance
Ranch. Lisa and her family came to know and love the program
when their oldest son was enrolled in 2006.

DRr. NELSON JOINS CORAL REEF As NEW CLINICAL DIRECTOR
(April 3, 2009) Rodney Rice, Coral Reef Academy, Las Vegas, NV,
702-233-0444, announced Dr. Karen Nelson will be stepping in as
the new Clinical Director at Coral Reef Academy in Samoa when
Lu Vaughn departs. Karen graduated with a BA degree from
Southwestern University in Georgetown, TX, in 1988. After a 2
year stint with the US Peace Corps, she returned to the University
of Houston, TX, where she completed her Master’s degree and a
PhD in Counseling Psychology. She currently holds a license as a
Psychologist in the state of TX. For a complete list of Karen’s
professional publications and presentations, visit the struggling
teen’s website.

THREE SPRINGS CLOSES NEW DOMINION SCHOOL

(April 3, 2009) Aida Porras, MA, Vice President of Marketing,
Three Springs, 256-880-3339, ext 222, announced New Dominion
campus located in Dillwyn, VA, will close effective May 20, 2009,
due to the recent changes in the state’s referral model which will
drastically reduce enrollment in the program. Eighty percent of
the current student population is through state or local
government referrals and the difficult economic conditions are
making it challenging in the private referral sector.
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Conference Co-Chair, (CALO-Change Academy Lake of the
Ozarks) at 866-459-1362 or Norm Osttrum, Conference Co-Chair
(Montcalm School for Boys).

WEST RIDGE ACADEMY AWARDED OUTSTANDING PROGRAM

(April 14, 2009) At the annual Utah Recreation Therapy
Association (URTA) Conference’s award ceremony held in April in
Sundance, UT, West Ridge Academy’s therapeutic recreation
program was awarded the honor of “Outstanding Program.” This
program is headed by John Webb, TRS, CTRS, LCP, and includes
Eli Kerr TRS, CTRS, and Alta Swarnes TRS, CTRS. To learn more
about West Ridge Academy, West Jordan, UT, contact Wendy
Ballard, Communications, 801-282-1000.

CHERRY GULCH STUDENT COUNCIL CHOOSES ACTIVITIES

(April 14, 2009) Andy Sapp, PhD, Founder and CEO of Cherry
Gulch, Emmet, ID, 208-365-3437, ext 502, shared a story with us
about how the current student council at Cherry Gulch is coming
up with innovative ways of raising funds for the council through
thoughtful and intelligent means, including going “green.” They
are using the funds for a Cherry Gulch flag and flagpole designed
by the students.

AvurtisMm TIED TO SCHOOLS BUILT NEAR SUPERFUND SITES

(April 14, 2009) Moira Bulloch, Center for Health, Environment
and Justice, Falls Church, VA, 703-237-2249, ext. 19, announced a
study by researchers at the University of Northern Iowa found
that rates of Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASD) were one and a
half times higher in school districts within 10 miles of the toxic
superfund sites than in school districts not near a Superfund site.
Rates of autism in children living up to twenty miles from a
Superfund site were similar.

BrITISH HEALTH BOARD CUTS FUNDING FOR WELLSPRING STUDENT
(April 15, 2009) The young British teen who has successfully lost
12 stone while attending Wellspring Academy has learned the
Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Health Board will not pay for her to stay
on after her year long course ends in June, 2009.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR FROM SOLTREKS GRADUATE

(April 15, 2009) There is a new letter to the Editor from a graduate
of Soltreks, Twin Harbors, MN, 218-834-4607. To read this in its
entirety, visit the struggling teen’s website. For more information
about Soltreks, contact Lorri Hanna, MA, CTRS, Co-Founder at
218-834-4607.

AGAPE BOARDING SCHOOL PRESENTS RODEO SERIES

(April 15, 2009) Scott Smith, Marketing Director at Agape Boarding
School, Stockton, MO, 417-276-7215, announced this year’s Rodeo
events for Agape School: June 13, July 4, August 1, September 5 and
the rodeo finals, October 5-10, 2009. If you are interested in helping,
please contact Brent Jackson at 417-276-7215.

OLIVERIAN SCHOOL ANNOUNCES HEADMASTER SEARCH

(April 15, 2009) Barclay Mackinnon will be stepping into his new
role at Oliverian School, Haverhill, NH, as Head Emeritus-
Director of Alumni and Family Relations, effective July 1, 2009.
With this announcement, Oliverian has launched the search for a
new Headmaster, who will live on site and guide faculty and
students. For more information, contact Barclay at 603-989-5100.

AGAPE BOARDING SCHOOL’S SPRING TRAINING CAMP

(April 15, 2009) Scott Smith, Marketing Director for Agape
Boarding School, Stockton, MO, 417-276-7215, shared that this
year’s spring training camp was held at a campground in
Oklahoma City. The students enjoyed a week filled with fun
activities including paintball, football, soccer, fishing and playing
hide and seek at night. The trip also included a stop at the
Oklahoma City National Museum and Memorial.
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$1,000 MATH PRIZE TO FAMILY FOUNDATION SCHOOL STUDENTS

(April 16, 2009) James Kavarnos, math teacher at The Family
Foundation School, Hancock, NY, 845-887-5213, announced that the
school received an Honorable Mention and a prize of $1,000 in this
year’'s Moody’s Mega Math Challenge. Two FFS math teams were
among 400 teams of high school juniors and seniors in the northeast
to participate in the annual event in March. Students had just 14
hours to use mathematical modeling and quantitative analysis
techniques to determine whether the government’s $787 billion
stimulus package signed into law in February will actually work.

FAMILY FOUNDATION SCHOOL YEARBOOK DESIGN RECOGNIZED
(April 16, 2009) Ann Kozak, Yearbook Adviser at The Family
Foundation School, Hancock, NY, 845-887-5213, announced that
the school’s 2007 yearbook “One Day at a Time” has been
recognized for design excellence and featured in the 2009 “Gotcha
Covered Look Book.” Published annually by yearbook leader
Jostens, the Look Book features yearbook spreads and covers from
across the country. The FFS book was one of only 435 yearbooks
selected from more than 2,500 submitted for consideration.

NEw HAVEN COMPLETES ITS SECOND MAJOR OUTCOME STUDY
(April 16, 2009) New Haven, an InnerChange program, Spanish
Fork, UT, 801-794-1220, has published the results of its second
major outcome study in three years. Dr. Pamela McCollam, New
Haven’s Clinical Psychologist, and Dustin Tibbitts, LMFT, New
Haven’s Executive Director, designed the study’s parameters. To
view this in its entirety, visit the struggling teen’s website. For
additional information, contact Dustin Tibbitts, LMFT, and
Executive Director, at 801-794-1220.

SOLTREKS SUMMER PROGRAM BLOOMS INTO 12TH SEASON

(April 16, 2009) Soltreks wilderness therapy program, Two
Harbors, MN, is welcoming its 12th summer season and offers high
impact experiential and emotional development curriculum. The
curriculum, approved for academic credit, encompasses
backpacking, rock climbing, service learning and canoe expedition
in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area. Family involvement in
Parent Workshops and Sibling Work are also included. For more
information contact Lorri Hanna, MA, CTRS, Executive Director
at 218-834-4607.

NEw HAVEN CLINICIANS Discuss EATING DISORDERS ON TV
(April 17, 2009) Ari Terry, Admissions for New Haven, Spanish
Fork, UT, 801-794-1218, informed us that ABC’s Channel 4 Good
Morning Utah show interviewed Jeana Lee, LMFT, New Haven’s
Assistant Clinical Director, and Kip Rasmussen, LMFT, PhD, an
eating disorder specialist working at New Haven who discussed
statistics and possible signs to look for in struggling teens with an
eating disorder.

TIME MAGAZINE FOCUSES ON SUPREME COURT, OREGON SCHOOL
(April 17, 2009) The US Supreme Court will hear arguments in a
case against Mount Bachelor Academy, owned by the Aspen
Education Group, on whether families can seek reimbursement for
private school tuition from the state if the child did not first receive
special education services in public school.

OPI STUDENT ACCEPTED AT THE FASHION INSTITUTE OF DESIGN
(April 20, 2009) Optimum Performance Institute, Woodland Hills,
CA, is proud to announce Amanda J, a participant of OPI, has been
accepted as a student at the Fashion Institute of Design and
Merchandizing in Los Angeles, CA. To learn more about OPI,
contact Anne LaRiviere, Director of Admissions, 888-558-0617.

DAviD BLUMBERG NEW PROGRAM DIRECTOR AT OPI

(April 20, 2009) David Blumberg has joined the staff of Optimum
Performance Institute, Woodland Hills, CA, as the new Program
Director. David has over 20 years experience in the therapeutic
field, most recently as Senior Program Operations Supervisor at
the Tarzana Treatment Center. For more information, contact
Anne LaRiviere, Director of Admissions, at 888-558-0617.

208-267-5550 www.strugglingteens.com



