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SERVICE FROM SOUTHERN FRANCE

(SFYI students travelled to South Africa in early 2012 to
provide much rewarding service to the people of Transkei.
And what an adventure it was for them. What follows is
an excerpt submitted about their adventures.)
Today our community service efforts for our South Africa

Winter 2012 Session come to a close as we will be headed for
some much deserved R&R in Cape Town before flying back to
France this Sunday. Although everyone is exhausted from all
the hard work, it is agreed that all we have done down here
has been life changing and extremely rewarding.

The largest part of our community service efforts has been
building a sustainable homestead for a tribal headman. His
house will serve as a model home for the rest of the tribal
region. Right now the community has to carry 20 liter buckets
of water from a dam down the road just to be able to water
their crops and shower. 

We have been building a dam so that the headman’s
property can collect enough rain water to water crops and
livestock and provide showers. In addition we have built a rain
catching gutter system and water tank, a composting toilet
system and a homemade water heater system using a 200 liter
holding tank. All of this was accomplished by using two liter
coke bottles and plastic boxes, which we painted black to
attract and absorb sunlight/heat. If all goes well, we hope the
greater community will also want these things and we will in

turn reach out to the government to help provide the funds
for such simple, but life changing advances. 

On top of the water system, we had the honor of visiting
the local children’s hospital and AIDS clinic. TransCape went
through the long process of getting permission for us to spend
time with mothers and their children during their once‐a‐
month support group meeting. These beautiful women and
their adorable children were so excited for us to spend time
with them and the time we had with them was truly magical.

SFYI staff and students spent the afternoon coloring and
painting with the children. We did face‐paintings, which the
children loved, especially when we took their picture and
could show them what they looked like. The mothers were as
sweet‐ we took their photos, gave them bracelets and
sunglasses and simply sat in peace with them. For a group
suffering one of the most atrocious epidemics in their country,
they demonstrated such a warmth and genuine sense of
humor. 

Our time in Transkei has been rewarding in so many ways.
Tomorrow morning it will be a bitter sweet “until next time.”
We are proud of the hard work that we have done together
and although we have to say goodbye, we know that in a few
short months we will be back to see our wonderful friends
again. 

Southern France Youth Institute is located in Villeseque
des Corbieres, France. Admissions and inquiries may be
made through Katie Jochum, Admissions, at
info@sfyi.org, 877‐997‐7686, www.sfyi.org. 

EXTENDED INSIGHTS...

[New Perspectives schools and programs are those new to Woodbury Reports, Inc., and are presented to expand
your knowledge, with the disclaimer that we know little more about them at this time than what appears here.
Inclusion in Places for Struggling Teens™, of course, does not imply any endorsement by Woodbury Reports, Inc.] NEW PERSPECTIVES...

AVALON HILLS
Petersboro, Utah

800‐330‐0490
Carrie Schmidt, Admissions Director

carrie@avalonhills.org
www.avalonhills.org

Founded in 2003, Avalon Hills is a residential eating
disorder treatment center for adolescent girls and adult
women, who are struggling with bulimia, anorexia and binge
eating disorders. Located on 11 acres of rolling hills, Avalon
Hills’ center for girls has the ability to work with 12 girls in
residence.

Gary L. Roberts is the founder and COO of Avalon Hills and
specializes in wilderness counseling, therapeutic experiential
groups and activities and risk management. Dr. Benita

Quakenbush‐Roberts, PhD, is the CEO and also one of the
original founders of Avalon Hills, along with her husband Gary. 

Avalon Hills uses both scientific and holistic methods, with
the belief that positive change comes from the three
cornerstones of their program: new information, new insights
and new experiences. Clients participate in individual, group
and family therapies; daily health assessments, therapeutic
outdoor experiences and challenges such as skiing, canoeing
and hiking , equine and animal assisted therapies and “fitness
for fun”, with courses in yoga, low impact aerobics, Tai chi and
self‐defense courses.

Additional recreation and therapies include expressive arts
through music, movement and art and Psycho Educational
classes which include dealing with conflict, life skills,
relationship skills building, body image classes and group
therapy and relapse management.

[This information came from the Avalon Hills website.]

If a parent has not taught their child that life is difficult, they have cursed the child.  
~ Michael Levine
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management.  They completed advanced graduate programs
in psychology in 2006 and are trained in current methods,
research, and interventions to assist with a variety of
questions about emotional, behavioral, and learning issues.
Deborah is a member of the Independent Educational
Consultant Association and Tracy is a Licensed Professional
Counselor and an Orton‐Gillingham trained reading tutor.

Shawen‐Hannah Solutions offers help with the admissions
process for academic, therapeutic, and outdoor educational
placements, educational testing, tutoring, counseling, and
therapy.  Tracy specializes in treating children and teens with
depression and anxiety issues, as well as a possible learning
disability that can affect school performance, self‐esteem,
interpersonal relationships, and the family.  They also work
with children who may have executive functioning issues with
or without a learning disability.  Individual and group support
is also available.  Study Skills Training and Executive
Functioning Coaching, Case Management, Reading
Comprehension Tutoring, and Reading Tutoring are all offered
services. 

[This information came from the www.shawenhannah.com website]

SHAWEN‐HANNAH SOLUTIONS
Towson, MD

Deborah Shawen, MS, CAS
410‐321‐5612

shawen@shawenhannah.com
www.shawenhannah.com

Shawen‐Hannah Solutions is a full‐service counseling and
educational consulting practice that assists children,
adolescents, adults, and families.  They work with children
that are unhappy, angry, unmotivated, struggling in school, or
diagnosed with anxiety, depression, oppositional defiant
disorder,  a diagnosed learning disability or a suspected
learning difference, difficulty with social relationships,
inattention, or executive functioning that seems to be
affecting their success.  They announce they may be able to
help with children or young adult who show these behaviors.  

Deborah Shawen, MS, CAS and Tracy J. Hannah, MEd,
LCPC, NCC, LLC have over 40 years of combined experience in
teaching, counseling, educational testing, program
development, independent school admissions, and case
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BURKE‐LITTLE & ASSOCIATES, INC.
Durham, NC and Richmond, VA

Dr. Milton Daniel Little ‐ Founder
919‐688‐5785

burkelittlencva@verizon.net
www.burke‐little.com

Burke‐Little & Associates provides comprehensive
evaluation services in order to develop a plan that best meets
the needs of the client.  They work with children, adolescents,
and young adults, to help each student on an independent
basis‐seeking placement in traditional, private, boarding
schools, special needs placements for learning disorders or
behaviors, and college placement services at both the
undergraduate and postgraduate levels.  A list of the student’s
needs is developed through a careful process of interviewing
the student and family, evaluation of school records,
administering interest surveys, and making recommendations
for comprehensive educational evaluations.  

Dr. Milton Daniel Little is the founder of Burke‐Little &

Associates since 1998.  He received his Bachelor’s Degree
from the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, his Master’s
Degree in Administration and School Administration from
Appalachian State University, and PhD in Psychology from
American University.  He holds Educational Licensure in Social
Sciences, School Administration, and Exceptional Children.  Dr.
Little has earned the distinction of Certified Educational
Planner.  He is a member of the American Psychological
Association, the Learning Disabilities Association, the National
Gifted Association, and the Orton Dyslexia Society.

Once the initial evaluation process is complete, they will
develop a list of appropriate schools.  Schools are selected
that best suit the student’s needs and long‐term goals.  They
will provide support through the application process, with
special attention given to developing interview skills, essay
writing, and what to look for when visiting a potential school.
The list of needs will reflect the student’s abilities, interests,
achievements, academic level, creative, and athletic talents,
and school setting preferences and they will follow and
support the student and family throughout their placement.

[This information came from the Burke‐Little & Associates website]

KAILANA
Kaneohe, HI

Dane Ganes, MA, Admissions Director
808‐236‐2288

dganes@marimed.org ‐ www.marimed.org/kailana_home.cfm

The Kailana program is for males ages 14 thru 18
adolescents needing comprehensive treatment and
education, including mental health services in a highly

structured, staff‐secure, residential program but who do not
need to be hospitalized or incarcerated..  Kailana is unique in
its ocean‐experiential approach to serving youth with
moderate to severe emotional and behavioral problems and
specializes with conduct disorders and those dually diagnosed
with chemical dependency.  

The program was founded in 1993.  Matthew Claybaugh,
PhD is the President and CEO and Dane Ganes is the
Admissions Director for the program.  Kailana program staff


